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learning objects @
dundee

<<

wikis, blogs & journals
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overview

• Who?
• What?
• Why?
• How!
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who are our students?

Michael Wesch: A Vision of Students Today
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR9o

l i b r a r y   &   l e a r n i n g   c e n t r e    2 0 0 8< < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < <  < < < < < < < < < < 

who will our students be?

B J Nesbitt: A Vision of K12 Students Today
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_A-ZVCjfWf8
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what’s different about these tools?

Empowerment, upload as well as download
Shift in balance of power
‘Web 2.0’ technologies facilitate these types of interaction –
just clicking is not interactive!
The emphasis is on sharing and social creation of knowledge 
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why use these tools?

"I wanted the Web to be what I call an interactive space where 
everybody can edit. And I started saying ‘interactive,’ and then I 
read in the media that the Web was great because it was 
‘interactive,’ meaning you could click. This was not what I meant by 
interactivity." 

Tim Berners-Lee
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learning & teaching benefits?

Student-centred?
Student-empowering?
Learning Objects tools offer us a hybrid approach, allowing 
us to harness the aspects of these interactions which 
enhance learning, but as a component of an institutional 
system
These tools are already in use with both distance-learning 
and on-campus students at the University of Dundee, in a 
wide range of disciplines.

What for?

Joint researching and reporting (wiki), reflective journalling
(blog), delivery of teaching materials (blog), course 
content negotiation and creation by students (wiki) and 
many others
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examples of wiki use

Life Sciences
Medicine
Community Education
Town & Regional Planning 
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life sciences

Level  - 4
Activity - Scientific Publishing Group Project
Assessment – summative (25% of unit mark)
Focus - collaborative research and writing
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medicine

Level  - 5
Activity - Creation of Anatomy Resource
Assessment – summative (50% of unit mark)
Focus – Independent Enquiry, Mentoring
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community education

Level – 2
Activity – Sharing and Critical Analysis of Adult Literacy Policy
Assessment – summative 
Focus – community building; identification of similarities and 
differences
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town & regional planning

Level – 1
Activity – Glossary compilation
Assessment – formative
Focus – inquiry-based learning, negotiation and creation of 
content
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examples of blog use

History

Education
Community Education (x2)

“In grading the weblogs, it is such a great advantage that each and 
every one of them has a date on them.  In other words, the 

teachers can immediately distinguish between students who kept a
regular journal and those who wrote all of the entries in week 11.  I 
can now mention this in my comments as well.  We do not have to 

do anymore 'guesswork' in this regard.  And, believe me, the 
quality of the weblog entries for HY21001 are much higher than the 

quality of the entries that I graded for HY11003 ('Making of the
British Atlantic') in autumn 2005, when students handed in the 

journal on paper”.

Martine Van Ittersum (History)
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history

Levels  - 1 and 2
Activity – Tutorial Minutes
Assessment – summative
Focus – summary and analysis
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education

Level – postgraduate (distance learning)
Activity – Sharing Practice
Assessment – none
Focus – community building
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community education

Level – postgraduate
Activity – ‘A day in the life’
Assessment – none
Focus – ice-breaking and socialisation

l i b r a r y   &   l e a r n i n g   c e n t r e    2 0 0 8< < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < <  < < < < < < < < < < l i b r a r y   &   l e a r n i n g   c e n t r e    2 0 0 8< < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < <  < < < < < < < < < < 

community education

Level – tutor-led
Activity – personal blog
Assessment – none
Focus – combining of communication tools, modelling good 
practice
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examples of journal use

Social Work
Education
Community Education
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social work

Level – postgraduate
Activity – portfolio of evidence
Assessment – formative and summative
Focus – pre-loading of template content for direct delivery to 
students
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education

Level – postgraduate (distance learning)
Activity – structured reflection
Assessment – none
Focus – links from in-course activities to reflection
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student initiated

Level - postgradute
Activity – informal wiki
Assessment – none
Focus – student ownership
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in conclusion….

Learning Objects tools help us to:


